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Selected by the Times Literary Supplement as one of the "hundred most influential books since the

war"How can we benefit from the promise of government while avoiding the threat it poses to

individual freedom? In this classic book, Milton Friedman provides the definitive statement of his

immensely influential economic philosophyâ€”one in which competitive capitalism serves as both a

device for achieving economic freedom and a necessary condition for political freedom. The result is

an accessible text that has sold well over half a million copies in English, has been translated into

eighteen languages, and shows every sign of becoming more and more influential as time goes on.

Paperback: 230 pages

Publisher: University Of Chicago Press; 40 Anv edition (November 15, 2002)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0226264211

ISBN-13: 978-0226264219

Product Dimensions:  5.2 x 0.7 x 8 inches

Shipping Weight: 11.4 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:  4.4 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (356 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #5,176 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #2 inÂ Books > Science & Math >

Earth Sciences > Geography > Regional   #2 inÂ Books > Textbooks > Business & Finance >

Economics > Economic Theory   #2 inÂ Books > Business & Money > Economics > Free Enterprise

This is a foundation text that should be widely read and studied. Whether you agree with Friedman

or not is not the point. These are ideas you need to actually consider and wrestle with. If you end up

disagreeing with him and can state why, you will be the stronger for it. It is not enough to rail against

them emotionally or call them lies. They are not lies; they are ideas and arguments that ask for

debate. Personally, I have always been a fan of Friedman and am ever grateful that he stood

against the tide of the postwar political movements with these powerful arguments for

freedom.People often caricature Friedman to their own discredit. His arguments here are not simply

that government is bad, but that using government is often a poor way to get at a desirable social

end. He certainly does not need me to speak for him, but if you think he is for huge corporations and

letting the poor without help to fend for themselves, you misunderstand him and should read this

work carefully. Big corporations, he argues several places in this book, are the result of taxation



schemes that encourage the retention and reinvestment of earnings that would otherwise have

gone to the shareholders to reinvest as they see fit - in other enterprises, consumption, or charity

(as well as in taxes). This is only one example among many of popular prejudices against Friedman

that do him real injustice.The book is only a couple of hundred pages, is not hard to read, but does

pay off the most dividends if you take your time reading it and consider what he has to say rather

than jumping to conclusions without wrestling with your own thoughts (whether you agree with the

author or not). It was written in 1962, so some of the context of the book will require some

understanding on the part of the reader.
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